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Workshop objectives

• Present the European Atlas of the Seas and its 
features

• Show how the Atlas can be used

• Show examples of practical exercises

• Give an example of how layers in the Atlas can 
be combined

• Answer questions

• Hear your feedback
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Practical guidelines 

• The webinar will be recorded.

• Use the Q&A anytime to ask questions or let us 
know if something is not clear.
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What is the European Atlas of the Seas?

• A digital interactive learning tool

• Stunning marine maps and interactive oceanic 
information covering a wide range of popular 
marine topics

• 285 interactive map layers and possibility to create 
custom maps 
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What is the European Atlas of the Seas?

• All information and maps are easily accessible

• Maps are available in the 24 official languages of 
the European Union

• Maps can be quickly printed, shared and 
embedded in presentations
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What is the European Atlas of the Seas?
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Behind the Atlas…

• The European Atlas of the Seas is an initiative 
of the Directorate General for Maritime Affairs 
and Fisheries (DG MARE) of the European 
Commission

• It is managed by the EMODnet Secretariat -
European Marine Observation and Data 
Network since 2017

https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en
https://www.emodnet.eu/en
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Where does the data come from?

• European Commission, Directorate General 
for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) 

• Other services of the European Commission
• The European Marine Observation and Data 

Network (EMODnet)
• The European Environmental Agency
• Eurostat
• Copernicus Marine
• Joint Research Centre

• …

https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en
https://www.emodnet.eu/en
https://www.eea.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en
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Source providers are always acknowledged and a link to the 
source location is provided whenever possible.
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How does it work?
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Developing students’ competences

• Read and understand a map 

• Learn what the components of a map are: title, 
legend, coordinates…

• Read and understand graphics

• Create a map using different layers

• Measure distances on maps

• Learn to search for information online and 
summarize findings into a presentation

• Work in different languages

• ...
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Expanding students’ knowledge

• Geography

• STEM - Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

• Nature conservation

• Environmental issues

• Economy

• Sustainable development

• Civic education

• Languages

• ….
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Supporting projects at school

• Sorting waste at 
school

• Reducing plastics at 
school

• Sustainable food 
during lunchtime

• …
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What can we learn from combining layers?
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• Which map do you need 
to find mussels 
cultivations?

• Where is the nearest 
mussel cultivation located? 
At which distance?

• Where do you find the 
nearest fin fish cultivation? 
Where do you find most fin 
fish cultivation?
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• What do the different colours mean?

• What influences erosion? Look for 
indicators in other maps: currents, 
wave heights, wind direction, 
composition of the sea bottom, 
sediments?

• What can happen when the sea level 
rises?

• What is the opposite of erosion? 
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How can I stay informed ? @EuropeAtlasSeas 
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https://ec.europa.eu/ocean-literacy/blue-schools info@blueschools.eu

https://ec.europa.eu/ocean-literacy/blue-schools
mailto:info@blueschools.eu
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Join the Network of European Blue Schools!

• Have your students become agents for change 

and sustainability of the ocean and seas;

• Share your experiences with other schools in the 

Network of European Blue Schools;

• Find inspiration and support on how to address 

ocean topics that are relevant to your curricula, 

your school and your community; 
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Join the Network of European Blue Schools!

• Explore your link to the ocean and sea with a Find 

the Blue Challenge;

• Build a connection between schools and local 

ocean stakeholders;

• Receive the European Blue School certification 

recognizing the value of your initiative.

From local to European: use the Atlas to 

investigate how a local ocean issue relates 

to the European situation
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